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the explosion of such an enormous amount of powder
would damage the fort and dismount the guns.
Commander Rhind, my old captain of the Agawam^
was in charge of the undertaking. He carried it out
without being discovered by the enemy.

I recall how we who were on board the fleet at
anchor some twenty-five miles from the fort waited
through the night of December 2$d for the explosion.
Shortly before two o'clock on the next morning we
saw something like distant lightning on the horizon.
After a time came a dull, thundering sound, and a
couple of hours later a dense cloud of smoke swept
over us, such as might have come from a volcanic
eruption.

The effect of the enormous charge, which was
necessarily at some distance from the fort, was neg-
ligible for our purposes. This experiment was mag-
nificent and spectacular but not helpful, as both
Porter and Butler were soon to learn. Many were
of the opinion that it might have been effective if
the Louisiana had been grounded instead of having
been blown up while floating free of the bottom.
As it was, the shock was lost in the water and the
gunners in the fort were so little disturbed that they
thought the sound was that of the boiler of some
blockade-runner that had blown up.

At daylight our ill-assorted fleet stood in for New
Inlet, which the forts commanded. We were at-
tempting something in the way of formation which